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Mike Babcock’s coaching experience spans 19 years, beginning with his work as a player coach with the Whitley Warriors 1987. Upon his return to Canada in 1988, Babcock coached Red Deer College in Alberta. Mike spent three years at the College winning the provincial collegiate championship and earning coach-of-the-year honors in 1989. He moved on to the Western Hockey League in 1991 guiding the Moose Jaw Warriors for two seasons. In 1994, he was appointed coach of the WHL’s Spokane Chiefs, where he posted a regular-season record of 224-172-29 over six seasons for a .564 winning percentage. He was named twice as the West Division coach of the year (1999-20 and 1995-96). Mike Spent two seasons in the American Hockey League spanning from 2000-2002. Babcock led Cincinnati to a record of 74-59-20-7 and a franchise high 41 wins and 95 points. Under Babcock’s directions Cincinnati qualified for the playoffs both years. 

Babcock made his NHL head coaching debut with the Anaheim Mighty Ducks in 2002. In 2003 Coach Babcock led the Anaheim Mighty Ducks to their best regular season ever making them the most improved team in the NHL that season. There great playoff run resulted in a Stanley Cup appearance, a first in the franchises history. 


In the summer of 2005 Babcock accepted an offer to become the next head coach of the Detroit Redwings. In only his first season with the Red Wings Coach Babcock guided the Red Wings to the franchises fifth President’s Trophy.  The 58 wins set a record for most wins by a head coach in his first year with a team.  He has had a distinguished coaching career and entered the 2005-06 season with a lifetime 494-414-85 regular season coaching record, including a 69-76-19 NHL mark in two seasons with Anaheim. He also guided Team Canada to gold medals at the 1997 world junior championships in Geneva and the 2004 IIHF world hockey championships in Prague.

Coach Babcock’s success through the minor league hockey system all the way to his tremendous success in the NHL with the Ducks and Red Wings displays what type of leader he is.  Coach Babcock’s love for the game has led him to preserver through coaching at the college level as well as the minors before getting his chance to coach in the NHL.  

A native of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Mike and his wife, Maureen, have three children: Allie, Michael and Taylor.
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