Ken Hitchcock
Head Coach, Columbus Blue Jackets
Ken Hitchcock started his coaching career in 1984 with the Kamloops Blazers of the WHL at the age of thirty three. He remained with the Blazers for six winning seasons and led them to two final championships before ending his stay with the team in 1990. 
[image: image1.jpg]


Hitchcock was then signed on as an assistant coach for the Philadelphia Flyers for three seasons. When he left the Flyers in 1993 he made a place in the IHL with the Kalamazoo Wings who were renamed the Michigan K-Wings in Hitchcock’s third and last season in 1995. 
Mid-season Hitchcock was offered to replace Dallas Stars Head Coach Bob Gainey and enter back into the NHL to coach. Hitchcock took the position and immediately made the switch from the K-Wings to the Stars for the remainder of the ’95-’96 season. In his career with the Stars Hitchcock celebrated five consecutive division championships, two Presidents Trophies, two West Coast Championships, and one Stanley Cup Championship in 1999. He holds records for most regular season and playoff wins by a coach, and the highest regular season and playoff winning percentage of any coach for the Stars. 
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In 2002 Hitchcock was offered the Head Coach position for the Philadelphia Flyers, a position he readily accepted. Hitchcock brought much-needed discipline and direction to a young team with high potential. In his three seasons with the Flyers Hitchcock has brought much success to a struggling franchise leading the team once to the quarter-finals, once to semi-finals, and once to the finals. He also celebrated his 700th game coached, his 400th career win, and his 100th win with the Flyers this past season. 
Upon his release with the flyers during the 2006 season Hitchcock took up his home as head coach of the Columbus Blue Jackets. Hitchcock, also known as “Hitch”, is acclaimed for leading every team he served as Head Coach to the playoffs in every full season. He is a powerful motivational speaker that brings his leadership experience in the rink right to any corporate and private venue. His success is great, but his passion is even greater which makes him an asset to any group. 
